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The best just got better

W
ith a light right foot and 
Eco Pro mode engaged, 
I managed to wring 
38.6mpg out of the AC 
Schnitzer ACS1 on a 

motorway run.
That is, of course, the least interesting 

statistic I could impart to anyone in the 
market for one of these cars, which throws 
all the considerable know-how of the 
Aachen-based tuning company AC 
Schnitzer at the BMW M135i.

No, the AC Schnitzer customer is a 
dynamic driver - an mph, not an mpg kind 
of guy or gal. He or she will be poring over 
graphs showing how the engine tuning 
modifications to this car (£2,250.75) boost 
power by around 40hp to 360hp, and how 
great bulging reserves of torque are 
unleashed, as if by magic.

Now it could be argued that carrying out 
£10,000 of improvements to a £35,000 car 
which already represents the acme of 
Bavarian engineering is a little like 
re-touching the Mona Lisa, or putting 
double glazing in at Buckingham Palace.

But for as long as the horseless carriage 
has transported him, mankind has been 
fiddling under the bonnet trying to make it 
go faster. Why not get the experts to do the 

job for you? For this AC Schnitzer ACS1 
Sport goes very fast indeed. With those 
mods, the BMW’s 3-litre turbo-charged 
in-line six will catapult you from 0-62mph 
in 4.7secs, and will only level out at 
155mph because the computer says it must.

If that looks fast on paper, then it seems 
even faster in real life. Trickle along at 
30mph, then boot the throttle and the 
eight-speed automatic transmission snicks 
down a few cogs, the revs rise and the AC 
Schnitzer sports exhaust (£2,078.32... and 
don’t you just love those extra few 
pennies?) howls like a banshee as it propels 
you towards the horizon.

When the road gets twisty, all that power 
creates no unwelcome drama in the 

handling department. Whizzing up one of 
my favourite roads, the A640 from 
Saddleworth to Huddersfield, the ACS1 
clung like a go-kart, every steering input 
doing precisely what I wanted it to do even 
on a surface ravaged by many a winter. 
Word has it that the Schnitzerisation of the 
M135i gives it a ride which is, if anything, 
slightly softer than the standard car. So 
don’t think that tricking up your Beemer 
necessarily means shaking all your  
fillings out.

In addition to engine mods and fruity 
exhaust, the full ACS1 package includes a 
roof wing, alterations to the front spoiler, 
suspension upgrades (£1,259.10) and 
19-inch alloy wheels which, shod with 
Michelin Supersport tyres, add another 
£3,040 to the bill.

You also get that legend AC Schnitzer on 
the floor mats, pedals, handbrake sleeve 
and subtly added to the paintwork. And the 
value of this badge of exclusivity cannot 
really be overstated. Let’s face it, there are 
an awful lot of BMWs out there, an awful 
lot of 1 series, even a not inconsiderable 
number of M135i’s. But this one’s a bit 
special, and that obvious fact, as much as 
the extra 40hp and the suspension mods, is 
a big attraction. n

Take one very fast car, and make it even faster. That’s the premise  

behind the AC Schnitzer ACS1 Sport, writes Paul Taylor

AC Schnitzer has its roots in motorsport and has 
been tuning BMWs for over 25 years. Christopher 
Jackson Limited of Alderley Edge - 01625 
590282, www.christopherjacksonltd.com - was 
appointed as AC Schnitzer official distributor for 
the north west earlier this year.

The AC Schnitzer cools down in a 
shady spot near Cholmondeley 
Castle, Malpas

Above: Rear view of the AC Schnitzer. Photograph by 
Max Earey, by kind permission of BMW Car magazine


